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First John 4: 12R. 

If we love one another, God remains in us and his love is brought to perfection in us... Alleluia, alleluia.
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6 He it is who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with water alone but with water and blood, and it is the Spiritthat bears witness, for the Spirit is Truth.


          
  

 




	Key Stage 5 Weekly Bulletin:  Week ending Friday 30th  Sept  2021

	This week’s news and reminders 

	
PLT: With the appointment of the core Pupil Leadership Team, we are now keen to increase participation form year 12 and invite all students to apply for roles as Deputy Heads of House or Prefects. These are excellent opportunities to be part of the leadership of the school community and to be an ambassador for the school. Deadlines for applications is next Friday and students have been e mailed the application forms, paper versions of which are available in the LRC. 

16-19 Bursaries: Final reminder to all students to consider applying for one of the several 16-19 bursaries which are available. Details were attached to last week’s bulletin and are also available on the school website.  

Study Skill advice: Skim reading Success at A Level requires the development of a number of study skills which are new to you. Your teachers will tell you to read and take notes on … and then you open the book you are faced with a huge amount of reading  Skim reading is one of the techniques which will help you to master a lot of reading. Warwick University have created a 3min video to help guide students through skim reading. Click the link which follows to watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ba0KZO4JXeg 

Summer 2022 exams: you will have heard in the news today that DfE and Ofqual have published guidance on some of the changes to A levels and GCSEs next summer. This link takes you to the student blog they have written which summaries the main detail of this announcement. We will, of course, continue to follow the guidance of Ofqual and the exam boards and will keep you informed as more is announced.  Exams and Assessments 2022 – fairness and clarity - The Ofqual blog 


A few dates for your diaries:

· Thursday 7 October – INSET day – school closed to all pupils
· Tuesday 12 October – Sixth Form photographs
· Friday 15th October – UCAS deadline for Oxbridge, Medical, Veterinary, and other early entries
· Thursday 18 November – Sixth Form Parents’ Evening

This week we have left on a few of the items from last week because the deadlines have not expired, and you still have the chance to log on and follow up. New items have been highlighted in pink. 


	Year 13: to do list 

		


1. The first UCAS deadline is the 15th October when applications for Oxford or Cambridge (Oxbridge), Medicine and Veterinary science have to be sent. Aspiring doctors can apply for up to 4 courses for medicine and their fifth choice is in a related field. All these courses, including nursing at top universities, could fill up quicker than this deadline, as many more students have become interested since the pandemic, so Yr13s are urged to complete their applications and send them in ahead of the deadline date. The BGN internal deadline for completion of the early entry UCAS application is the 1st October, to allow time for processing the applications and preparing the academic references. 

2. Student Webinar Wednesday 13 October: Personal statement season is in full swing! Getting started can be a daunting prospect, so this interactive personal statement workshop takes things step-by-step, shows real examples and is full of handy hints and top tips. Stand out personal statements

3. UEA offers subject tasters in a wide range of subjects to help you make future choices https://www.uea.ac.uk/study/information-for/young-people/subject-taster-sessions

4. Ward Round Live for aspiring medics or healthcare students. 
Next Date: Saturday 16th October 2021 & Sunday 7th November 2021; Time: 10am - 4pm
Link: https://educationprojects.co.uk/medical-projects/ward-round-live/

5. Engineering Apprenticeships at MGTS will be holding Open Events this year for students, parents and careers advisors. Look at the attached poster. Staff will be available on both days to answer questions about our engineering apprenticeships, give tours of our technical centre and there will be a chance to talk to some of our current apprentices about their experiences. 
      Location: MGTS, Gulson Road, Coventry CV1 2JG 
      Dates: Tuesday 26th October 2021 – Open day 10am – 3pm 
      Tuesday 2th November – Open evening 4pm – 7pm

6. Don't forget, the team at George Teaches is here to support you. You can draft your personal statement with us paragraph by paragraph using our personal statement course, 

7. Subject discovery webinars from Unifrog: 11-14 October. In this webinar series, we bust myths on popular degree subjects to make students certain that they're making the right choices for them. Courses we'll be covering include psychology, architecture, engineering, medicine, criminology, history, law, and business and economics. Students can sign up here

8. On-demand webinars from Unitaster include how to be a paramedic: https://www.unitasterdays.com/ondemand/webinar/123/paramedic-science

9. The September edition of the Parents' & Carers' Pack is now available and includes articles on preparing for the year ahead, apprenticeship and traineeship explainers, supporting students with a disability, apprenticeships in law and more.

10. Step into Success with the University of Bath – Open Now! This is a Free Online Programme for Year 13 students with the University of Bath. Step into Success is a free, flexible, online programme which supports Year 13 students through the journey of making an application to university. You’ll have the opportunity to meet other students applying for your subjects, chat to undergraduates already enrolled on courses at Bath and get help with your application and personal statement. Find out more and apply here! 

11. Most of our Year 13s have now started their UCAS application and plan to follow through with the process while also keeping other Post-18 options open. The education section requires the most detail, starting with a shortened title of the Extended Project. A levels/Level 3 BTECs need to be entered with ‘pending’ grades, and with the exam date of June 2022. 
12. Students applying for degrees in education and in the medical field are expected to complete work experience – students need to check the entry requirements for the duration that is required. In some cases, students organise their work experience or volunteering as a block or spread out over several weeks. Quotes from references from these placements may be added to the school reference

13. Live on Thursdays is the Oxford MAT Livestream. Are you thinking of applying to study Mathematics at university? James Munro is running a weekly livestream this summer, talking about maths problems and discussing problem-solving strategies, with a particular focus on Oxford's Mathematics Admissions Test (MAT). 

14. Find out more about Amazing Apprenticeships at https://amazingapprenticeships.com/apprenticeships/?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=apprenticeships&utm_campaign=AA+Sept+Launch

15. Learn about different subjects you can study at university through these on-demand webinars at  https://www.unitasterdays.com/ondemand

16. MOOCs (short courses) on many interesting topics will help you add value to your personal statement. Typical courses on sustainability and climate change are found at: Future Learn


	YEAR 12: to do list 

	1. You can practise entrance exams like BMAT, TSUA, TSA Cambridge, TSA Oxford, UCAT and LNAT online to find out what they involve. Very few universities require them, but if yours does, then get ahead.  

2. The Medic Portal will be running three free Get into Medicine Seminars over the coming months live online.  They will focus on how to succeed in the medical school interview (updated for this year) alongside top tips from admissions tutors. They can sign up here. for the following dates and times:
· 19th October: 5pm to 6.30pm
· 16th November: 5pm to 6.30pm     
· 7th December: 5pm to 6.30pm
3. News from Cambridge University: Y12 – Apply for the STEM SMART Programme 31/10/2021  
STEM SMART is a free pilot program running over 17 months for current Y12 students interested in studying STEM at university. The program involves enhanced learning and mentoring, discussions on university life, and the possibility to attend a 4 day residential in Cambridge in August.  
Applicants must be from a state school, and fulfil one or more of the widening participation criteria, found here: https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/stem-smart.  
Applications are open until 31st October 2021 and can be accessed here: https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3vGbOqUJEOFf9au. 
Y12 – Cambridge Student Union Shadowing Scheme 10/10/2021 
This scheme is run by the Cambridge Student Union and allows Y12 students interested in Cambridge to shadow a student in their target subject, attend lectures, get advice and a feel for university life! 
The scheme is targeted towards students on FSM or who would be a first-generation student. Applications to the scheme are open until 10th October, so do encourage any students who you think will benefit from the scheme to apply. https://www.applytocambridge.com/shadowing/apply/student/  

4. As we move into the autumn, Sutton Trust is excited that applications for the Year 12      Pathways programmes for Engineering, Medicine, Law, Consulting and Banking & Finance are now open. Apply early if you meet the criteria for a place:  https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/

	  

	If you have any questions relating to anything Sixth Form, please contact:
Mrs O’Donnell – SODonnell@bgn.oxon.sch.uk 
Mr Thornton – wtho0370@bgn.oxon.sch.uk 
Mrs Ellul – mell8376@bgn.oxon.sch.uk 

Disclaimer:
Please note that BGN School cannot take responsibility for checking every aspect of these websites in detail. We advise you to follow normal internet safety precautions when accessing these, and any other internet sites. Remember, that if you give your personal details to a third party website you may be consenting to them using or sharing your details. Always read the Privacy Notice and Terms and Conditions carefully.
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