Blessed George Napier Catholic
School and Sixth Form

WELCOME TO YEAR 9
“The school’s contribution to pupils’ personal, spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is exemplary.
Pupils go out of their way to do good things. They act as positive role models for younger children.”

Ofsted, June 2017

Welcome to Year 9
We would like to give you some brief information about Year 9 for 2019 / 2020. There will be lots more
detail on our school website www.blessedgeorgenapier.co.uk. We hope the information below helps to give
you a flavour of the year to come.
Spiritual Life at BGN
We are an Outstanding Catholic School. As a school community, we celebrate
Mass together at the beginning of terms and throughout the year. We also have
voluntary Mass in our school Chapel every Friday lunchtime. We pray The Angelus
in Period 3 lesson every day. We expect all students to fully participate in all of
the wonderful events we have. For more information, please see our web site,
under ‘Our School’.
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Communication
 Our school website has upcoming events and important dates including any school closures due to
adverse weather conditions.
 You can access Progress Reports using your own log in to the VLE (please contact reception if you are
unable to log on).
 We send out a termly Newsletter to inform you of recent events, as well as forthcoming events and term
dates.
 Our reception is manned by Mrs Smith and Mrs Marsden between 8.30am – 4.00pm, Monday to Friday.
The school can be contacted via e-mail - office.4600@bgn.oxon.sch.uk and your e-mail will be
forwarded to the relevant person, if necessary.
 Messages and important information will also be sent from reception via Groupcall.

Term Dates and INSET Days
Please see our web site and termly newsletters for term dates, holidays and INSET days.
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Absence
Please notify the Attendance Officer, by telephone: 01295 264216
extension 518 or email: absence@bgn.oxon.sch.uk by 9.30am each day
of your child’s absence. As a duty of care to our students, should we not
hear from you we will send out a text to remind you to contact the
school regarding your child’s absence. If we still have not heard from
you by 11am as to why your child is absent, we will telephone you as our
students welfare is a priority. If we have still not received any contact from you, we will mark the absence as
unauthorised.
Events / trips / activities
We have many opportunities for students to go out on school trips, to support their classroom learning, as
well as activities within school. In 2019/20, these will include: The Duke of Edinburgh Award, Bletchley Park
(May). Sports teams include: Hockey, Netball, Cross Country, Football, Rugby and many others. The Spring
and Summer terms have other activities. Please see the Sports Fixture Booklet 2019/20 for more details.

Parent Pay
We use Parent Pay for payment for all of our school trips and school canteen purchases. This can be
accessed on www.parentpay.com. Details of use will be indicated in the trip letter.

VLE
Subject resources and school information can be found on our school VLE.
www.bgn.myvle.co.uk. Staff and students have a log in to the VLE. All parents
will also be able to log on. All student Progress Reports will be placed on the
VLE. Parents will be able to access their child’s progress reports. We will alert
you to uploads via email. Information about the VLE and how to access it can
be found on our school web site, under ‘Our School’.
Year 9 Parent / Student Events relating to Options
Year 9 is a big year for making choices for Key Stage 4 courses. To ensure that parents and students have as
much information as they need to help make these decisions, we provide a number of support sessions.
Options Information Evening (the process explained)- Parents Only – 12th November 2019
Springboard Day for Students (in school time) – 14th January 2020
Options Evening for Parents and Students – 23rd January 2020
Parents’ Evening – 27th February 2020
Option Form Deadline – 6th March 2020
School Uniform
We have a strict uniform policy, which is compulsory for Year7 to Year 11. The full uniform and equipment
list can be found on our school web site, Our School, Uniform and Equipment. It is important that students
arrive to school ready for the day ahead.
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Behaviour and Expectations
Behaviour at BGN is outstanding. At the heart of our behaviour for learning policy are our school values of
compassion, respect, truth, service and forgiveness. We operate a simple behaviour system, the details of
which can be found on our school web site under, Our School, Policies, Behaviour for Learning Policy.
Year 9 Curriculum and Assessment
In Year 9, students will study RE, English, Maths, Science, History, Geography, MFL (French, Spanish, Polish),
Music, Art, PE, Computing and Design and Technology.
Students will be assessed throughout Year 9. There will be 3 formal assessment points, where student
progress information will be available for parents on their VLE login area. For 2 of the progress reports,
students will receive a Working At Grade (WAG), a Predicted Final Grade (PFG) and an Attitude to Learning
(ATL) number. These will be more fully explained in the accompanying report letter. Student progress is
measured against their target Minimum Expected Grade (MEG), which is externally generated and used to
see if they are working at, above or below that grade. This enables us to implement support where
necessary.
There will also be one full report, with teacher comments and targets for improvement.
Student Planner
To support students with organisation, each student is issued with a planner. This holds useful information
about school and subjects. It also enables students to record their 2 week timetable, so they can ensure they
are properly equipped each day. All homework should be recorded on the day it is set, with a deadline for
completion. We request that parents check the planner on a weekly basis and sign to say they have done so.
The checking of planners is to enable parents to see what homework has been set and also to enable brief
communication between parent and school.
School Clubs and Extra Curricular Activities
At BGN, we offer a range of extra curricular opportunities. These can be
found on our web site under Students, Extra Curricular clubs. Please be
aware, that our sports training activities change termly. Students will be
informed by the PE Department. Sporting fixtures will also be
communicated to students involved.
Parking
Please remember that Addison Road must not be used to drop off or pick up students at the start and end of
the school day. This is a site access road only to be used when parking on the school grounds during the day
and must not be used for access after 5pm.
Vehicles must not park anywhere near the school gates, zigzags or zebra crossing in Springfield Avenue at any
time. Parents are advised to pick up and drop off as far from the school buses as possible and on a road
other than Springfield Avenue wherever possible.
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