	BGN Overview Scheme of Learning – KS4 PHOTOGRAPHY (AWS 2025-26)




	KS4 PHOTOGRAPHY INTENT (TEACHING, DEVELOPING AND REFINING SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING)

	All students in KS4 Photography build on the skills learned in KS3 in regards to the Elements and Principles of Art and Design. Students learn the basic controls of a DSLR and how to achieve a wide range of quality images without the reliance upon Auto settings. KS4 students are marked in accordance to the GCSE Assessment Objectives Rubric. Each project and its assessment is structured around the assessment objectives so each student clearly understands how they are marked, how to improve and how to show that improvement. 
Assessment – all tasks are assessed under their Personal Portfolio with FAR marking 6 times a year. Closest grade used for data drops

	IMPLEMENTATION

	
	TERM 1
	TERM 2
	TERM 3
	TERM 4
	TERM 5
	TERM 6

	Overview of Year 10– Topic area and assessment
	Foundation
	FAR 
	Foundation
	FAR 
	Foundation
	FAR
	Personal Portfolio
	FAR 
	Personal Portfolio
	FAR
	Personal Portfolio
	FAR

	Overview of Year 11– Topic area and assessment
	Personal Portfolio
	FAR
	Personal Portfolio
	FAR
	Personal Portfolio and ESA
	FAR
	ESA
	FAR
	ESA
	FAR
	N/A
	



	Subject: PHOTOGRAPHY

	Year: GCSE
	Developed by: AWS/MF
	Date: SEPT 2025

	SEN:    Teachers to adapt lessons according to individual need as identified in individual learning plans (copies to be securely kept in teacher folders)
             Lessons to start with a recall slide that addresses concrete/relatable concepts and will be gradually built upon to deepen knowledge and understanding
             Pre teaching of vocabulary and key vocabulary sheets in students’ books for reference
             Progress of SEND students to be reviewed following every data drop                                   

	Culture Capital: Cultural capital in Art refers to the knowledge, skills, and experiences that help students understand and appreciate artistic works. It includes learning about different artists, styles, and movements, as well as the history and ideas behind them. By exploring Art, students develop critical thinking, creativity, and cultural awareness. Studying Art enhances our appreciation of cultural heritage, encourages self-expression, and opens doors to future opportunities. 







	
Homework Overview
	Homework is set continually throughout the GCSE. It may be a specific task but more often it will be an individual’s personal homework that allows them to meet a project’s deadline in time. Homework is essential for supporting a Photography GCSE as it enables students to develop their technical skills and creative vision beyond the classroom. By completing independent research, students can explore influential photographers and artistic movements, inspiring their own projects. Practical tasks, such as experimenting with composition, lighting, and editing, help refine technical abilities. Homework also provides time for thoughtful planning and preparation of shoots, fostering organisational skills. Ultimately, consistent homework deepens understanding, builds confidence, and ensures students meet coursework and exam requirements effectively.

	
Reading 
	We support students with reading as they will need to understand how the Photography work that they produce is related to evolving historical and contemporary contexts, periods, societies, environments, cultures, artistic language, situations and issues. This is so that they understand what to write for their annotations and artist’s analysis. At GCSE  we require students to record observations, insights and independent judgments visually and through purposeful written annotation, using suitable specialist vocabulary, as work progresses. Students are encouraged to use annotation to analyse critically, evaluate and reflect on their own work and that of others. A student’s ability to understand their own work critically and justify their ideas can be developed through practical visual analysis, annotation and using the spoken word in critiques, discussions or interviews. 

	
Enrichment Lessons
	We would argue that all Photography lessons are enrichment lessons. The study and production of art greatly enriches the lives of all students by fostering creativity, self-expression, and critical thinking. Engaging in art allows students to explore their emotions, develop confidence, and communicate ideas in unique ways. It enhances problem-solving skills as they experiment with techniques and materials. Additionally, art broadens cultural awareness, exposing students to diverse perspectives and historical contexts. The creative process can also support mental well-being by providing a constructive outlet for stress. Ultimately, art education nurtures well-rounded, imaginative individuals, empowering them with skills and insights that extend beyond the classroom into all aspects of life.



























	IMPACT

	Topic and Assessment Objectives covered
	Topic
	Assessment Method
	Mark Scheme / Grade Boundaries
	Knowledge/Skills/Understanding

	
	Foundation
	AO3 –Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in visual and/or other forms. 
AO1 – Research and work in the style of appropriate artists. Develop their ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding. 
AO2 - Refine their ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate techniques and processes. 
AO4 – Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating analytical and critical understanding realising intentions.
	Edexcel Assessment Objective rubrix and topic exemplar. Edexcel exemplar is also used to teach students’ how to cover the Assessment Objectives to achieve the 6 Levels set by Edexcel. 
4 AO, each marked out of 18. Each SoW is marked out of 72. Each piece assessed with the closest used for data collection.
	· Students will learn the history of photography (2 weeks)
· Students will learn basic controls of the DSLR including Aperture, Shutter Speed, ISO (6 weeks)
· Students will learn about further about Shutter Speed, motion and how it affects their images through Zoom Blue and Light Painting. (2 Weeks)
· Students will learn composition theory through cyanotypes and 6 framing tasks examining the topic of environment.  (4 Weeks)
· Students will receive feedback on their work and have an opportunity to respond and refine their work based on that feedback. (2 Weeks)


	
	Personal Portfolio
	AO3 –Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in visual and/or other forms. 
AO1 – Research and work in the style of appropriate artists. Develop their ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding. 
AO2 - Refine their ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate techniques and processes. 
AO4 – Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating analytical and critical understanding realising intentions.
	Edexcel Assessment Objective rubrix and topic exemplar. Edexcel exemplar is also used to teach students’ how to cover the Assessment Objectives to achieve the 6 Levels set by Edexcel. 
4 AO, each marked out of 18. Each SoW is marked out of 72. Each piece assessed with the closest used for data collection.
	· Students will examine multiple possibilities for directions based on the theme of reflections through a mood board. (1 week)
· Students will explore photo journalism through a storytelling project in which they tell a clear, concise story about someone through images and no words.  (2 weeks)
· Students will explore physical reflections in surfaces, including windows, water, shadows, distortions, and vortographs, shape and colour. 
· Students will explore figurative reflections through shoots based on fashion and self expression, history and culture, identity and society.
· Students will choose an area they’d like to revisit and explore further through a linked artist of their choosing.
· Students will reflect on their understanding of reflections and what they learned before developing a final piece. 

	
	ESA
	AO3 –Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in visual and/or other forms. 
AO1 – Research and work in the style of appropriate artists. Develop their ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding. 
AO2 - Refine their ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate techniques and processes. 
AO4 – Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating analytical and critical understanding realising intentions.
	Edexcel Assessment Objective rubrix and topic exemplar. Edexcel exemplar is also used to teach students’ how to cover the Assessment Objectives to achieve the 6 Levels set by Edexcel. 
4 AO, each marked out of 18. Each SoW is marked out of 72. Each piece assessed with the closest used for data collection.
	As directed by exam board.
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